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INVENTORY OF SEEDS AND PLANTS IMPORTED
BY THE OFFICE OF FOREIGN SEED AND PLANT
INTRODUCTION DURING THE PERIOD FROM JULY
1 TO SEPTEMBER 30, 1912 (NO. 32; NOS. 3 4 0 9 3 -
34339).!

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT.

This inventory covers a period during which no agricultural
explorer was in the field and all the collections were made either
by collaborators, American diplomatic or consular officials, repre-
sentatives of other nations, or interested amateurs who are scattered
over the world and who send in on their own initiative seeds of the
plants which interest them and which they believe may prove to be of
value to this country.

The most interesting introductions included in this inventory, so
far as one can judge from the descriptions received with them, may
be summarized as follows:

No. 34131, a small-fruited variety of peach from Guadeloupe,
French West Indies, sent by Mrs. F. T. F. Du Mont, which has more
perfume and savor than the Florida peento; No. 34132, Sorbus tian-
schanicdj from central Asia, a shrub or small tree suited to the cool
semiarid regions of the United States; No. 34134, Prunus sibirica,
a species related to the apricots of eastern Siberia, to be used for
breeding purposes; Nos. 34140 to 34145, six species of junipers from
Kussian Turkestan, for use in afforestation work in the arid West;
No. 34147, Medicago coronatdj from Jerusalem, a species found on
rocky mountain sides, which reseeds with ease, for use in extensive
breeding experiments being carried on at various places throughout
the country; No. 34153, Carissa ovata, from New South Wales, a
drought-resistant species with small fruit, which will interest the
hundreds of Florida planters who are growing the Carissa grandi-
jlora; No. 34156, a species of Omphalea, a tree of the Euphorbiaceae,
which bears edible nuts, slightly resembling the cob nut, according
to the literature; No. 34157, Persea lingue, from Chile, a possible
stock for the avocado; No. 34161, Strychnos gerrardi, from Portuguese

i A record of new or little-known seeds and plants, procured mostly from abroad, for distribution to
experimenters in appropriate locations throughout the United States and its possessions.

This inventory is intended for distribution to the agricultural experiment stations and to the more
important private cooperators.
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6 SEEDS AND PLANTS IMPORTED.

East Africa, an. edible-fruited relative of the Kafir orange, S. spinosa,
which has proved adapted to southern Florida and of which fruiting
specimens are now growing at Miami; No. 34163, Antidesma bifrons,
a euphorbiaceous shrub from Natal, with edible fruit, suited possibly
to southern Florida; No. 34177, Boscia undulata, the tree which fur-
nishes wood for wagon makers in South Africa, the ash of the South
African forests; Nos. 34184 to 34194, 11 varieties of cotton collected
by various field men connected with the Bureau of Agriculture at
Manila; Nos. 34195 to 34197, three Algerian clovers cultivated and
selected by Mr. G. W. Oliver; Nos. 34199 to 34205, seven varieties
of mangos from Mauritius, three grafted and four which are said to
come true from seed; No. 34210, a species of edible-fruited Spondias
from San Jose, Costa Rica, which is propagated by cuttings; No.
34213, suckers of the famous Medjhool date, from the Tafilelt region
of southeastern Morocco, the first suckers of this remarkable date
to be imported into this country, where thousands of seedlings are
already growing as the result of previous introductions of the seeds;
No. 34214, sent by Dr. Yamei Kin, seed of a Chinese corn having
a waxy endosperm, similar to a previous introduction which has been
used in making many interesting hybrids; No. 34216, a remarkably
delicate, practically odorless strain of Pai ts'ai, or Chinese cabbage,
which has proved of unusual promise for late summer planting, owing
to its extremely rapid growth; No. 34219, the doum palm of Upper
Egypt and the Sudan, the seeds of which are employed by manufac-
turers in Germany as a substitute for vegetable ivory; No. 34252, a
native Caucasian beet from the shores of the Black Sea, for the use
of beet breeders; No. 34254, the Bolivian black walnut, a variety of
Juglans nigra which may grow in our tropical possessions; No. 34257,
wild teosinte from Durango, Mexico, which will interest the corn
breeders, for it is said to cross readily with maize; No. 34259,
Ecliium auberianum, a new blue variety of this striking ornamental,
which deserves to be tested in the Southern States, its 10-foot flower
stems making it a most striking landscape plant; No. 34263, Biscliqfia
javanica, a remarkable ornamental tree from Java, of which speci-
mens now growing in northern Florida give an indication of its
being a desirable shade tree for that State; Nos. 34264 to 34272, a
collection of plums, apricots, and filberts made in Rome by Dr.
Gustav Eisen, some of which he believes superior to any varieties
with which he is familiar in California; No. 34289, Cambodia cotton,
a variety which in southern India has proved superior to any Amer-
ican strain tried there; No. 34291, the Ta ma hemp from Hankow,
China, a tall-growing variety that may interest Kentucky hemp
growers; No. 34308, Primula forrestii, a new, fragrant, yellow primrose
found in western Yunnan at altitudes of 9,000 to 11,000 feet; No.
34309, the ywapuru, a newplumlike fruit from Paraguay; No. 34330,
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Baryxylum inerme, a new shade tree with showy yellow flowers, for
trial near the shore in southern Florida, Porto Rico, and Panama;
and No. 34339, one of the best flavored Hawaiian papayas, bearing
flowers of both sexes on the same tree, to be used for grafting pur-
poses in Florida.

Mr. S. C. Stuntz is responsible for the general form of the inven-
tory and, under the supervision of the committee on scientific orthog-
raphy of this Bureau, for the correctness of the nomenclature, while
the identifications of the seeds and the notes on geographic distribu-
tion were furnished by Mr. H. C. Skeels, the data sent in by corre-
spondents and travelers being assembled by Miss May Riley.

DAVID FAIRCHILD,
Agricultural Explorer in Charge.

OFFICE OF FOREIGN SEED AND PLANT INTRODUCTION,
Washington, D. C, February 10, 1914.
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INVENTORY.

34093 and 34094.
From Philippine Islands. Presented by Mr. O. W. Barrett, chief, Division of

Horticulture, Bureau of Agriculture, Manila. Received July 1, 1912.

Seeds of the following; quoted notes by Mr. Barrett:

34093. FLACOURTIA'SEPIARIA Roxburgh. Bitongol.

"A small shrub bearing purplish, sweetish fruit about the size of a small
cherry, edible."

Distribution.—Dry jungles along coasts in Bengal and Ceylon and eastward
through the Malay Archipelago to the Philippines.

34094. PARKIA TIMORIANA (DC.) Merrill. Cupang.
(P. rozburghii Don.)

UA large, leguminous, ornamental forest tree, indigenous to the Philippines."
"This tree reaches a height of 35 to 40 meters and a diameter of 150 to 180

centimeters. The bole is 15 to 20 meters in length, strongly buttressed, but
otherwise fairly regular. The crown, about one-half the height of the tree, is
large, vase shaped, widespreading, and open. It is preeminently a tree of
rather open and second-growth forests where the dry season is pronounced and
is very scarce or entirely absent in those parts where a pronounced dry season
is wanting. It prefers good soils and requires a great deal of light and therefore
is found in the parang (patches of grass alternating with forest) or on the edges
of untouched forests or in open places of dipterocarp forests. The bark is 6 to
12 millimeters in thickness, brown to russet brown in color, often gray where
exposed to the sunlight. It has a roughened appearance due to shallow vertical
broken lines and is covered with small, brown, corky pustules. The inner
bark is dark brownish red in color. The leaves are alternate, doubly compound,
large, and fernlike in appearance; the leaflets about 0.5 centimeter in length
and whitish beneath. The tree is bare of leaves from one to six weeks during
the dry season. The large sapwood is creamy white when fresh and then has a
very disagreeable odor. On exposure it discolors rapidly. The heartwood is
light brown but is found only in trees 60 centimeters or more in diameter. The
wood is light and soft and decays rapidly. The wood is known as cupang and
has the following uses: Light and temporary construction; packing boxes;
wooden soles of shoes; matches. It is known to be good for paper pulp."
(H. N. Whitford, Forests of the Philippines, p. 39-40.)

34095 and 34096. PERSEA AMERICANA Miller. Avocado.
(P. gratissima Gaertn. f.)

From Quillota, Chile. Presented by Mr. M. Amacleo, Estacion de Patolojia
Vejetal, Servicios de Policia Sanitaria Vejetal, Santiago, Chile. Received
July 5, 1912.

Cuttings of the following:

34095. "Fruto verde." 34096. "Fruto negro."
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1 0 SEEDS AND PLANTS IMPORTED.

34097. MANGIFERA INDICA L. Mango.

From San Jose, Costa Rica. Presented by Mr. Carlos Werckle*, Department of
Agriculture. Received August 25, 1911. Numbered July 3, 1912.

"Caribe. One side golden yellow to orange yellow, the other side scarlet. Nearly
no fiber. Large, very good. Flesh orange yellow, peculiar flavor. Very beautiful
and highly esteemed. Comes perfectly true from seed. For hot, rather dry regions."
(Werckle.)

See No. 30972 for previous introduction.

34098 and 34099. STIZOLOBIUM spp.

From Parakimedi Estate, Madras, India, through D. Hooper, esq., Office of
Economic Botanist, Calcutta, India, at the request of Mr. C. V. Piper. Re-
ceived June 24, 1912.

Seeds of the following; quoted notes by Mr. Piper:
34098. "Dukka chikkudu (Telugu). Seeds oblong, brown and gray

marbled."
34099. "Seeds ashy gray, with a few black, cloudy splotches. Probably

S. cinereum."

34100. ANNONA RETICULATA L. Custard-apple.

From Tehuantepee, Mexico. Presented by Mr. W. W. Miller, Los Angeles, Cal.
Received July 6, 1912.

34101. ERIOBOTRYA JAPONICA (Thunb.) LindJ. Loquat.

From Rome, Italy. Presented by Dr. Gustav Eisen, California Academy of
Sciences, San Francisco, Cal. Received July 2, 1912.

" Seeds taken from fruit as large as average apricots and very fine in taste.'' (Eisen.)

34102 to 34104. VIGNA SINENSIS (Torner) Savi. Cowpea.

From Alexandria, Egypt. Presented by Mr. D. S. Fish, secretary, Alexandria
Horticultural Society. Received July 2, 1912.

Seeds of the following; quoted notes by Mr. Fish:
34102. Lubia shami (Syrian). Without eye spot.
34103. Lubia shami (Syrian). Brown eyed.
34104. Lubia beladi (Country). Black eyed.

34105. MEDICAGO RIGIDULA CINERASCENS (Jord.) Roiiy & Fouc.

Alfalfa.

From Kharput, Turkey. Presented by Mr. William W. Masterson, American
consul. Received July 9, 1912.

34106. DOLICHOS LABLAB L. Bonavist bean.

From Pacasmayo, Peru. Presented by Mr. A. D. Selby, botanist, Ohio Agricul-
tural Experiment Station, Wooster, Ohio, who procured it from Mr. B. H.
Kauffman. Received July 8,1912.

" Yuna bean. The sample received is mostly a white-seeded variety, but there is
also a brown-seeded variety intermixed."



SUDAN GRASS (HOLCUS SORGHUM) AT THE CHICO FIELD STATION. (S. P. I. No. 34114.)

Apparently the wild or half-domesticated form of our cultivated sorghums, crossing readily with them and entirely lacking the undesirable
rootstocks of the ordinary Johnson grass, to which it is related. It promises to be a valuable fodder grass in California Texas and the Gulf
States. Nine-tenths of an acre at Brownsville, Tex., planted March 5, mowed May 14, yielded hay weighing 7,080 pounds (Photographed by

, v_>illCO)



BRANCH OF A SEEDLING CHINESE JUJUBE (ZIZIPHUS JUJUBA MILLER) WHICH HAS FRUITED IN TEXAS
No. 22683.)

Seeds of the "Bottle jujube" were distributed in 1907. This fruit, from one of thesi
the largest fruited variety yet in bearing in this country. The flesh is coarse
34162 for the description of a different variety. ^Office photograph No. 10109 A

NATURAL SIZE. (S. P. I.

•se seedlings, sent by Mr. F. T. Ramsey, of Austin Tex is
3, the skm tough, and the quality only fair See S p' I
ugust 13, 1912.) '


